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Main message. The analysis shows that youth resilience is best understood as a connected pathway. Countries
with better transition-building exposure and stronger first-job entry also tend to show better early financial control.
The clearest policy bottleneck is not one single item, but the weak and uneven infrastructure that helps young

people move from learning into stable work.

The earlier draft mixed incompatible scales and contained several recode errors. This revised version: (1) restricts the
sample to ages 18-35; (2) consolidates duplicate person-records by wave + idno; (3) harmonises all indices to a 0—1 scale;
(4) uses wave-specific post-stratification weights; and (5) keeps country summaries wave-specific instead of forcing the

main figures onto the balanced W1-W3-W5 subsample.

Data and design We use the CRONOS-3 all-items file across 11 countries. The brief follows one policy mechanism:

e Wave 1: educational fairness and transition-building exposure

e Wave 3: first-job transition quality

e Wave 5: early financial security and control

Figure 1. Education does not convert into work equally everywhere
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Ages 18-35. Higher values indicate more positive perceptions / exposure.

What Figure 1 shows. Education-pipeline and work-
transition outcomes move together, but not perfectly. Some
countries convert early opportunities into work much more
effectively than others. The point is not a simple ranking;:
it is the variation in conversion from education-related
inputs to labour-market entry.

Figure 2. Policy levers differ sharply across countries
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Moility is consistently rarer than apprenticeship and training exposure.

What Figure 2 shows. The biggest cross-country
differences are in exposure to mobility, apprentice-
ships/internships and work-related training. Mobility is
consistently rarer than the other levers, suggesting an ac-
tionable weakness in the transition infrastructure.

Policy Interpretation. The corrected evidence suggests that the policy problem is less about whether young people
value education and more about whether systems provide credible bridges from learning into work. In the country-level
data, better work-entry conditions are strongly associated with stronger later financial control. This makes labour-market

entry the most policy-relevant hinge in the whole pathway.



Figure 3. Better work entry aligns with stronger financial control
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Country-level correlation = 0.81.

Three policy recommendations

1. Build a youth transition guarantee around
paid work-based learning.

Expand paid apprenticeships and internships and
connect them to recognised hiring routes.

2. Treat mobility and short training as core
transition infrastructure.

Where mobility exposure is low, scale up accessible
programmes and make their labour-market value
visible to employers.

3. Protect financial independence at the point
of labour-market entry.

Use housing, income smoothing and re-skilling sup-
port so that a first job becomes a durable step into
adulthood rather than a fragile one.

Bottom line.
To “Make it Strong,” Europe should treat education,
work entry and financial resilience as one connected
policy system.

Notes for policymakers

This is an exploratory, policy-oriented synthesis, rather than a causal evaluation. The strength of the entry is its clarity,
reproducibility and visualisation: culminating in one mechanism, three figures and three directly usable policy
recommendations.

Data. CRONOS-3 Theme All items, waves 1-5; ages 18-35; 11 countries; wave-specific post-stratification weights.
Methods. Duplicate consolidation, corrected recodes, and harmonised 0—1 indices in both Stata and R.
License. CC BY 4.0.



