
A few notes on the exercise: 

The dataset used in this exercise is based on data from The Comparative Study of Electoral Systems 

(2017): CSES Module 4 Fourth Advance Release. GESIS Data Archive, Cologne. ZA5182 Data file 

Version 4.0.0, doi:10.7804/cses.module4.2017-04-11. The CSES data was modified for the use in this 

exercise. The persons and requests mentioned in this exercise are fictitious and not based on real 

persons. 
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Exercise: Re-Identification (quantitative data) 

 Work in small groups 

 Time: about 30 minutes 

☺ At the end, one member of your group should briefly present the results 

of your discussion and your conclusions. 

Have a look at the email on the following page. In your group, try to re-identify Daniel, i.e. de-anonymize 

the data by extracting the corresponding ID-variables (D1005 or D1009) with the help of the given 

information. If you are able to do so, discuss 

- what this teaches us about the level of anonymization of the data; 

- how we should respond to Elizabeth. 

Carry out this exercise using data from the CSES. The data are restricted to the German post-election 

study of 2013 and prepared for use in SPSS, STATA, or Excel. In addition, there is an extract of the 

CSES codebook. 

 

The Comparative Study of Electoral Systems (CSES)  

The Comparative Study of Electoral Systems (www.cses.org). CSES MODULE 4. SECOND 
ADVANCE RELEASE [dataset]. March 20, 2015 version. doi:10.7804/cses.module4.2015-03-
20. 

The CSES is a collaborative program of research among election study teams from around the world. 
Participating countries and provinces include a common module of survey questions in their post-
election studies. The resulting data are deposited along with information on individual voting behavior 
and political attitudes and socio-demographic characteristics, such as gender, marital status or the 
size of the household, respondent’s primary electoral district and the country’s electoral system. The 
studies are merged into a single, free, public dataset for use in comparative study and cross-level 
analysis. For further information visit the CSES website (http://www.cses.org/). 

Hint: The German electoral system is a two-vote system. While the second vote depends on a party 
list vote within each of the German states, the first vote is a candidate vote in small so-called 
single member districts. To identify Daniel, you should look for the primary electoral district 
where he may have cast his first vote ballot. 
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